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By Mary Beth Klatt
Photography by Jaff Kauck, Steven Johnsan, and Anthony Tahlier

design on a dime

Thrifty solutions for a Top Chef’s Chicago debut

After deslgning multiple lovish restaurants and nightalubs in Las Vogas,  have to save her biggest expenditurea for critioal design elementa. She had
designer Karen Herold knows how to design with deep pockets. But & kindred spirit in the thrifty Izard, accustomed to creating inexpensive,
nothing quite compared to the bare bones budget she had for Girl & The dramatic, and delicious Alourishes on her entrées. “It was really important
Goat, the new Chicago restaurant marking the debut of Top Chef Season  that the interior not overpower the food, but complement it,” says Herold,
4 winner Stephanie Izard. vice president of Chicego-based 555 International.

‘With $1.65 million for 7,400 square feet, Herold knew that she would She started the job by scouring the West Loop neighborhood for
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deas. She found vintage fireboxes at a local salvage shop, buying them for as little as
1180 each, then removing and sandblasting the decorative doors and frames. Ehe stacked
he parts in front of a recessed wall on top of the bar and installed lights within to cast
« glow on the liquor bottles. “People keep calling, asking where we got the fireboxes,” she
ays of the overwhelming response to the feature.

Other savings come in the form of burlap walls and fastory-made chairs and tables,
lowing her to splurge on tile and wood. There's a “rug” tile beneath two oak French
:ommunal dining tables, which are set near the open kitchen, and a burnt-cedar flosting
vall in the middle of the restaurant further enhances the catery's rustic theme.

Anocther expense: the bathrooms, since both Izard and Herold wanted separate
mes. “Wa really had to Aght for that,” recalls Herold. Each room has its own vintage
ink; walla are covered with subway tiles and wood panels; and the floor iz done in a
yronze penny tile.

The result pleased Izard. “Karen approaches design the same way I approach food—
n layers,” she says, adding that Herold underatands the importance of "all the details
the tils, the buriap), the things that people might not notice the first time." hd
vww.555.com; www.girlandthegoat com
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Above, from lefi: Vinsge firebaxes
fouse the bar's fiquor; tles form a
rug béneath VIP tables that have

2 bird's-eye view info the kitchen.
Right, from lef: Bronze penny
lites guite guesis 1o 1he bathrogms;
the same “rug” tile found in the
dining room lines the stair ireads of
2 wootden staircase leading lo the
bathrooms an the lower level.
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Girl & The Goat
Chicago

Owner LAM and the Goal, LLC.

Architecture end interlor Design Firm
555 Intemational, Ctacago

Imteror Deslgn Project Team Karen
Herold, vica president of desigm, and
James Geier, president and lounder

Cantractor L& Development, Chicaga I,

Purchasing Firm 555 Intemational Ing

Graphics Grip Design, Chicago

MAIN DINING ROOM AND BAR AREA

Caneretz Tits Tiema Fuego

Penny Tlle in Bathrooms Ann Sacks

Wallcovering Anna Wollson

Fireboxes Jan's Anliques and 555
nternalional

Metn Dining Tahles and Lighting
over Bar 555 Inlematiomal

VIP Tables and Dining Chair Resioraiion
Hartiwarg

Barstools/Sofes/Booths Designed
by 555; produced by Romann Guslom
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